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Dear friends
and supporters!
What are our most vivid childhood
memories? What influenced and
moved us during our childhood? For
many people, summer camps are at
the top of the list.
So, it is quite natural that we at Nehemiah Gateway want to make the
same great experiences possible for
the children in our different projects.
They should play carefree, make
friends, let off steam - and at the
same time, train their social behavior,
acquire skills and test their limits. The
everyday life of many of these children is difficult enough due to their
disability or life in bitter poverty.
We are happy that the camps once
again were a success this summer.
The little participants will certainly
talk about it for a long time to come.
Have fun reading!

A Right to Play and Have Fun
Amaro Tan Summer Camp 2018

The theme of Amaro Tan’s 2018 summer camp was “I have rights.”
This may seem like an unusual theme for a summer camp, but for the children of Amaro Tan, it is a vitally important one. The UN Convention on
Rights of the Child (UNCRC), ratified in 1989, delineates the universal
rights of children, regardless of who they are and where they live. The right
to play is included alongside needs such as the right to life, health, education, and freedom from discrimination and slavery. Children need to play; it
is part of how they learn and grow. For many of Pogradec’s poorest Roma
and Balkan Egyptian children, though, accessing this right—and the other,
basic rights of a decent childhood—can be challenging.

Your Compact team
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Girls exercising their right to have fun - at the Amaro Tan Summer Camp.

During the school year, the Amaro Tan School provides
at-risk children with a clean, safe place to learn, teaching
them skills that will help them access a dignified future.
Health care, vocational training, nutritious meals, and aid
for their families are also available. In summer, Amaro Tan
students take a break from schoolwork, but have less access to the services at their school. Faced with pressures
to help their desperately poor families get by, they are at
an elevated risk of dropping out.
Enter Summer Camp 2018. Funded this year through a
grant from the Rotary Club of Estes Park, this camp was
created to support the right of Amaro Tan students to play
and have fun in the summer. Dave Evans, Rotary Club
of Estes Park President, said “We at Rotary Club of Estes Park, and our District 5440, are happy to support this
worthwhile endeavor.” For two weeks this August, the 52
participants were picked up at home and brought to the
Nehemiah Gateway campus at Buçimas every day. After
breakfast, they split into four groups by age, and enjoyed
fun, age-appropriate activities and games led by Amaro
Tan staff.
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3rd grade teacher Alketa Çina says “the children just love
being at camp, and enjoy every activity we have prepared for them. They feel safe at the compound, and have
built strong relationships with each other.” Activities took
place mostly on campus, which has several lovely openair shade structures perfect for avoiding the heat, as well
as at a Pogradec city park. On the last day of camp, the
camp took a field trip to Drilon National Park on the outskirts of the city—a popular local tourist destination which
many of them had never had the opportunity to visit.
The children loved camp. Arbiola Mahmutllari, who is going into sixth grade, says “I loved summer school because
there are lots of games to play, plenty of food and activities.” Orgest, age 10, adds that the food was delicious.
Ambra Topi, an Amaro Tan graduate who now attends
the Nehemia High School, came back to help with the
younger children at camp. She says “I wanted to help in
the summer camp with the little children because I feel that
I must be useful and give something in return, so I can express my gratitude for all the contributions that the school
and Nehemiah Gateway have given me.”
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Anila instructs her Royal Rangers at Balkanorama camp in Romania.

The musical „Nehemiah“ was a great success!

Ten Years Royal Rangers in Albania!
In summer 2008, Nehemiah Gateway launched the
first Albanian outpost of the international Royal Rangers
movement. Anila Sinani has been a part of it from the very
beginning– tirelessly, full of drive and ideas, today she is
head and the heart of the Royal Rangers work in Albania.
She says: “I like the Royal Rangers program because it
opens up so many opportunities. It is a great way to teach
children practically. Through outdoor activities like hikes
and camps, they are empowered and challenged physically and mentally because there is always something
new to learn or discover. They receive spiritual impulses
in prayer and bible study. Intensive teamwork, joint activities and challenging tasks encourage social interaction.
In this day and age, people live more and more in a virtual world, many young people are socially isolated. The
Royal Rangers program poses a great counterweight to
this development. Our activities give a possibility to experience the beauty of creation with all senses, to touch,
smell, taste and see the wonderful nature. There are possibilities, in a healthy way, to challenge yourself up to your
personal limits and you can make real friends easily. Yes,
this is what Albania needs. Yes, this is what society of today needs.”
Anila is a teacher by profession and is responsible at
Nehemia school for extracurricular programs that help
students to implement and practice NG’s values in their
daily lives; values such as forgiveness, respect, integrity,
honesty, compassion and inspiration. The Royal Rangers
program is perfect for this purpose.

For classes 1-9 of the Nehemia school in Buçimas there
is a meeting every week. Additionally, Anila organizes
many activities on weekends and holidays: camping, hiking, cycling, archery, fishing, crafts, building, and many
more. Students of higher classes can become leaders,
they are an invaluable help.
Nehemiah Gateway Albania has taken over the coordination of the Royal Rangers work in Albania as the “National Steward” with Anila as national leader. In addition
to the work in Buçimas and Pogradec with 170 regular
participants, there is also a big outpost in the city of Durres
and many contacts to churches throughout the country.
In August 2018, 34 Rangers from Albania set out for the
big “Balkanorama” in Romania, a camp with 270 participants from seven different countries: Romania, Serbia,
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Hungary
and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. In this
troubled region in southeastern Europe, it is especially important that the young generation overcomes prejudices
and learns to make peace – what better way is there than
the program of Royal Rangers?
Anila adds: “It was really amazing to see the unity and
cooperation between the participants of the different
nations of the Balkans. It is exciting to be part of the big
Royal Rangers family, because among Rangers borders
don’t exist!”
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Summer Camp for Children with Disabilities
Nehemiah Gateway Albania’s Social and Medical Improvement team held their annual summer camp for children with disabilities and special needs from July 2-13.
The camp took place at the Nehemiah Gateway campus
at Buçimas, which is enclosed for safety and has green
spaces and play equipment for all ages. The 25 children
who participated enjoyed outdoor play and open-air
activities together every day. Thanks to generous support
from the Town & Country Foundation in Germany, and
the Rocky Mountain Church in Estes Park, the camp was
offered completely free of charge.
This summer camp is a favorite event for NG staff. Says
NG Albania director Herolinda Shkullaku, “We all (social workers, volunteers, and parents of children) are more
than happy to give these children the opportunity to enjoy childhood with games, toys, and laughter. Their joy
is a blessing to us all.” Our entire humanitarian team—a
nurse, physical therapist, speech therapist, nurses’ aides,
and social workers—work together with the children who,
with a variety of disabilities, need one-to-one support and
supervision. Many of the children already see NG staff
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through our home visitation program or at our clinic during
the year. This creates a high level of trust and comfort both
for families who are the primary caregivers, and the children themselves.
On a typical day, children are picked up at home by
NG’s school bus. After arriving at camp, they wash their
hands and eat breakfast together. After breakfast, they do
a developmentally appropriate activity—for example, introductions, puzzles, or building with blocks. This is usually
followed by group games that support healthy interaction
and imaginative activities, like charades and free play
at the playground. The activities are a mix of individual,
small-group, and large-group, with the mix determined by
the specific needs of each child. The children love playing
together, and Gladiola Alarupi, interim director of Social
and Medical Improvement at NG, reports that the children particularly like “my favorite game,” where they get
to choose what they want to play. After three activities, it
is time to wash their hands and eat lunch. After lunch, NG
takes them all home.
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Clara, Esther and Arnold Geiger - with a small friend from the orphanage in
Morogoro.

Travelogue: Tanzania

In Albania, although disability inclusion is mandated by
law, public facilities such as schools are not accessible,
and specialized instruction and support aren’t generally
available. Children with disabilities or special needs mostly stay at home with family members as caregivers. They
love coming to NG summer camp because it is one of
their few opportunities to spend time with other children,
away from home.
Seven-year-old Drini, pictured above, has Down Syndrome, and his experience of camp is typical. His mother,
Merita, reports that he is very happy during camp. He
can’t wait to go to camp in the morning, and when he
comes home every day, she says, he is bursting to tell her
all about the day’s games, activities, and experiences.
“These kids, even though they have problems, they can
express very well if they like something or not. I am grateful
to NG for the opportunity that they give to our kids and
I can hardly find words to describe my thankfulness,” she
says.

Esther Geiger, together with her husband Arnold and
many other helpers, went to build up the work of Nehemiah Gateway in Albania in the 1990s. She adapted to life
in a new country, raising their five children in circumstances most of us could never imagine. In June of this year, she
and her youngest daughter, Clara, joined Arnold and an
NG delegation on a project trip to Tanzania. “It was my
first trip to this huge continent and I was very excited about
it”, says Esther.
The capital Dar es Salaam welcomed her with sultry,
oppressive heat and a lot of traffic - countless minibuses,
trucks, cars and the typical three-wheeled motorcycle taxi.
Everywhere at the roadside there was hustle and bustle.
At wooden street stalls goods and food of all kinds were
offered. Salesmen also ran around between the cars, offering everything from peanuts to towels.
Here the delegation met three former graduates of NG
University. Enock and Halelujah Kazimbazi are now employed by large commercial enterprises. Markus Drotleff
has been employed as NG Project Manager for Tanzania since January this year and accompanied the project
group as driver, translator and tourist guide during the
whole trip.
After the capital, the next destination was the “Agape” orphanage in Morogoro. The project, in which 25 children
live, is run by Markus´ sister Tina. Her goal is to make it
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Haleluja Kazimbazi, graduate of NG University, in Dar es Salaam.

The children help diligently in the agricultural project of T.O.M. ..

financially more independent through economic activities.
The following car journey to Mbeya in the southwest of
Tanzania was long and hot and led past countless dilapidated mud houses, fields that are worked by hand,
groups of children and tired people who have to struggle
for their daily bread.
... with lots of time left for fun and games.

Having arrived in Mbeya, the delegation visited the NG
partner organization T.O.M. (Tanzania Orphans Mission), where NG supports 24 orphans and enables them
to continue their education or vocational training. The
orphanage is located in the mountains outside the city,
which is why it is green and fertile. In addition to vegetable beds there are cows, sheep, goats and pigs - and
the orphans living there help with gardening and caring
for the animals. “There was a very peaceful atmosphere
and I am happy for the children who found a home there”
says Esther.
Next stop was the Vanessa Secondary School in Mbeya,
a project formerly supported by NG that was finally able
to stand on its own two feet in 2017. Here the project
group was happy to see that the school continues successfully. In the meantime a well has been drilled and a
large vegetable garden has been planted.
The journey continued to Kemondo at Lake Victoria. There
lies the orphan village “Kemondo Children’s Village.” “For
me it was a special pleasure to finally see this work with
my own eyes, because as a family we have a special connection to the project: the work in Kemondo as well as in
Morogoro was founded by the same mission that sent us
to Albania at that time - the German “Christliches Hilfswerk
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Nehemia,” Esther says. She was impressed by the diversity of the project: there are various schools, a carpenter’s
workshop, a bakery and agricultural land.
Esther is sure: “The knowledge of our students can be a
great help here!” Two current students from NG University, Coletha and Dotto, who grew up in the orphan village,
came back in July for a 3-month internship to bring their
newly acquired university knowledge to the village.
Back in Germany, Esther reflects on the further development of Tanzania: “In such countries, you simply need a
lot of patience. You have to put up with many things because people don’t change so easily. And not everything
has to be changed. I have the impression that there are
more satisfied people in poorer countries than in rich ones
because they come to terms with their situation and try to
make the best of it. It impresses me how much zeal and
diligence there is among the Tanzanians. And I am deeply
touched by how many people sacrifice their strength and
time to help alleviate the many needs. It is great that NG
contributes a part to this help. The journey will surely remain in my memory for a long time.”
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Siegfried Grommek - a tireless supporter of NG

The children are happy about food packages for their needy families.

Berlin Tempelhof Sends Aid to Pogradec
It’s about 800 miles as the crow flies from Berlin-Tempelhof to Pogradec in Albania. From Berlin Airport Tegel you
fly via Munich or Vienna to Tirana, Albania’s capital. From
there it’s still more than 80 miles per car, 2,5 – 3 hours
overland.
Siegfried Grommek, a member of the Evangelical Free
Church (EFG) Berlin-Tempelhof, took this trip many, many
times after Arnold Geiger and Arlinda Merdani contacted him in 2009 in response to recommendations and first
invited him to Nehemiah Gateway Albania as a seminar leader for leadership training. Later, he became a
guest lecturer at NG University for “Management and
Leadership,” “Strategic Management” and “Leadership
and Assessment in Education.” He supported numerous
students during their Bachelor’s course in “Economy and
Businesses” or the Master of “Leadership in Education.”
Convinced of the quality of Nehemiah Gateway Albania’s work he became an active supporter in addition to
his many professional activities – and his church joined
him! For many years Siegfried Grommek has kept EFG
Berlin-Tempelhof up to date on the situation in Albania,
especially also about the work of NG’s Amaro Tan
school in Pogradec for Roma and Balkan Egyptians and
children from Albanian families in need.
The church started a number of fundraisers like charity
concerts, services, Christmas collections and donation
campaigns, raising several thousands of Euro that have
been transferred without deductions to the project in Albania.

The latest donations were recently used for a solar system
to produce hot water for the kitchen, to buy winter shoes
for the schoolchildren or - as in previous years - for food
packages for the families and needy elderly people.
The school will soon be able to purchase a professional
washing machine with the church’s support - a blessing
for many people who do not even have running water
at home.
Nehemiah Gateway’s management as well as staff and
students of the Amaro Tan project express their heartfelt
gratitude for the wonderful support of EFG Berlin-Tempelhof. On 31 August church members and guests had
the possibility to get news and information on the work of
Nehemiah Gateway at an information evening and saw
for themselves in pictures and reports that their donations
were actually used as desired – 100% for the designated
purpose, without any deduction for administration cost.

The Evangelical Free Church of Berlin-Tempelhof is
the oldest Baptist church in Berlin, existing formally
since 1837. Starting out with 6 members the church
has a membership of 222 today.
Externally the church serves in a variety of aid projects at home and abroad, offers support for drug
addicts and refugees and programs for Christian bikers.
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At a Glance

Graduation
On September 21st there was reason to celebrate in
Buçimas: graduation ceremony! 13 students of the Nehemiah Gateway University have successfully completed their Bachelor studies in “Economy and Businesses”.
Many doors are open to them, because their degrees are
accredited in Albania, Germany and the USA! In addition
to ten students from Albania, there were three international
students from Mexico and Uganda. We wish them every
success for their future!

Voluntary Year Abroad
We are happy to welcome Sofia Elisabeth Gebhardt and
Benjamin Gantner to Buçimas. The two young people
from the German towns Kirchehrenbach and Bühlertal will
be working for one year at Nehemiah Gateway Albania
as part of “weltwärts”, the German development volunteer
service. They are still rotating through the different NG
projects and branches of work and will soon decide on
their preferred area where they will get involved practically, creatively - and hopefully also with a lot of fun.

Nehemiah Gateway USA
1630 30th St Suite A #345
Boulder, CO 80301-1045
T/F (855) 683-6769 or
855-68-Empower

infoUSA@nehemiah-gateway.org
www.ng-usa.org

Nehemiah Gateway USA, Inc. is a not-for-profit organization according to section 501 (c)(3) of the federal IRS tax code. Gifts are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law and contributions are solicited with
the understanding that Nehemiah Gateway USA, Inc. has authorization for the distribution of all donated funds. Donations to Nehemiah Gateway USA programs represent a contribution to the entire global mission
of Nehemiah Gateway USA and may be used where most needed.
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From Amaro Tan to Nehemia High School
Ambra and Jorida graduated from Amaro Tan Middle School in June. They worked hard to make their big
dream come true: to attend Nehemia High School! For
children from the Balkan Egyptian community like Ambra
this is no small thing. Many girls of her age have long
since dropped out of school to help at home. For Jorida,
who comes from a needy Albanian family, things don’t
look much better. Both of them are very grateful for Nehemiah Gateway’s scholarships that enable them to attend
the Nehemia High School.

