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Dear friends
and supporters!
Volunteers have been the motor
and driving force behind Nehemiah Gateway’s work from the beginning.
Helping people who are suffering
can be seen as a moral obligation.
But it can be so much more: friendships grow while working together,
you get to know people and foreign cultures, experience great hospitality and gratefulness.

Christina (middle) is happy about donations from Franconia to the GAIA volunteer fire department.

There is no Such Thing as a Normal Week
A glimpse into the work of the Greek volunteer organization GAIA

With only a little imagination and
planning most of us are able to
save a few Dollars here and there.
Donated for an aid project, these
few Dollars can make a difference
many times over and bring great
joy. Read more on that in this current
issue of Compact.
Enjoy reading!

Christina Constantios is 50 years old, but she doesn’t feel 50. She says,
she feels ageless and for the past eight years, she doesn’t know the
meaning of free-time anymore. The mother of a 25-year-old daughter
owns a café and a bakery in Stoupa, a tourist village in the western
Mani region in Greece.
Besides her full-time job, with which she earns her living, Christina puts
all her time and energy into the volunteer organization GAIA. GAIA
took on many important community services in the course of the ongoing financial crisis in Greece from 2010 .

Your Compact team
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N.G.: Since two years you are the president of GAIA.
How did you experience this time?
Christina: All in all, it has been a constant rain of friendship and support from various groups and people. But it
is also hard work and non-stop talking, discussing and
organizing. There is never enough time for everything,
because of our normal jobs. We have given up on
schedules - they’re always undone.
N.G.: How many people does the organization support?

Christina (back row, right) and Hans Stamminger (front row, right) with volunteer firefighters from GAIA

We talked to Christina during her visit in Germany from
April 26 until May 02, where she and other GAIA volunteers were invited by the Mani-Friends Colmberg,
who have been committedly supporting the organization since 2013 with financial donations, gifts in kind,
many hours of volunteer work and with their friendship.
Last year, for example, they finished a multi-purpose hall
to store the tools, machines and vehicles GAIA needs
for its work. Nehemiah Gateway supports the Mani-Friends Colmberg and GAIA in their efforts to help
people in need. What does GAIA do exactly? Basically, they do everything.
N.G.: Christina, please tell us about the main services
of GAIA.
Christina: Our main services are the fire brigade, rescue
services, a first aid ambulance as well as social services, for example the distribution of food and sanitary
supplies. But we have our fingers in everything, really,
because people call us about everything that happens.
For the first five years, GAIA also did street cleaning,
collection of trash or animal rescue. Now, we have
several independent associations for that. We all work
together.
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Christina: In the immediate area, we have about 70
families, but the help goes out to so many others. First,
the food supplies, clothing or sanitary products go out
to the families. The rest is distributed to other people
in need, such as immigrants, the social center, the Red
Cross, schools or old people.
N.G.: How many people are involved in the organization?
Christina: Generally, I would say we have 20 volunteers
who operate the fire rescue, the ambulance and so on.
But there are about 1000 people, who are friends of
GAIA and support us. Every August, we have a big celebration. Six years ago, 600 people came, last year,
there were 1800 people.
N.G.: Can you describe your normal week at GAIA?
Christina: There’s no such thing as a normal week since
I joined GAIA in 2010! I invest all my free time into this
work. Even if I’m working in my café, I hold GAIA-meetings at the bar. I speak to people wherever and whenever they need me. It’s a big part of my life, I cannot
separate: my family, my work, my house, GAIA, my social life - it is all one.
N.G.: What was one of your most intense experiences
at GAIA?
Christina: A friend who lives alone, wasn’t seen by her
neighbors for four days. So, we went to her house and
when she didn’t answer, we broke down the door. We
found her on the bathroom floor, where she had been
lying for three days, because she suffered a stroke.
She was still alive, and we got her to the hospital. She

Newsletter for Friends and Supporters of NEHEMIAH GATEWAY

-

Help from Greece in Franconia - Christina at the farmers‘ market ...

.... and a Franconian in Greece - Hans Stamminger helping on site

Friendship between Franconia and
the Mani
survived, but it took her a long time to recover. Last year,
we had three people who almost drowned. Luckily, in
over 250 ambulance calls, nobody has died in our car.

The Mani-Friends Colmberg are an independent
group of about 30 active volunteers and countless
other helpers from various communities in the Franconian Ansbach district (Germany).

N.G.: What other good things came out of this work?
Christina: It took me a few years to realize, but one thing
that I am very proud of is, that through our work, people
came together. They are not ashamed anymore to go
to bazaars or to recycle their trash. We still have a long
way to go, but the fact that the community and also
other European communities have come together and
support each other in a way that has not happened in
the last 20 years, is something I’m really proud of.
N.G.: Do you see any improvement in the situation in
Greece?
Christina: Yes, I do see change for the better. People
got better in the last two years and they have stopped
moaning about their situation. Unfortunately, the political game is still the same. But people do come out of
their horrible situations. We all have realized, that it is
also up to us, to each individual person. Regardless of
what happens, you have to keep yourself and your family in a decent state and live by your beliefs. And if you
do that and the people around you do the same, then,
there is a good outcome.

The initiative was born when Hans and Ilse Stamminger went on holiday to Greece for the first time
in 2011. There, they saw the need with their own
eyes and got in contact with the monks of the Metamorphosis monastery, who take care of people
in need. Together with friends they started to sell
goulash soup at the Colmberg farmers’ market in
order to help the people in the Mani with the earnings they made. From then on, the commitment of
the Mani-Friends for the crisis-stricken region grew
steadily. In 2013 they came in contact with the selfhelp association GAIA, supporting them ever since
with fundraising and voluntary work. And not only
that - Hans Stamminger, spokesman of the initiative,
says: “We have made real friends”.
Nehemiah Gateway has supported this project of
the Mani-Friends Colmberg since 2013, not only
with finacncial support for GAIA and the monastery, but also by taking over the handling of donations and issuing donation receipts, design and production of the project flyers, as well as supporting
charity events.

N.G.: Christina, thank you very much for the interview.
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The Nehemia School in Buçimas, close to the town of Pogradec in Albania

20th Anniversary of Nehemia School
It was in 1998
The terrible national collapse in Albania 1997 had
just calmed down. Nehemia Foundation (todays Nehemiah Gateway Albania) started anew after all the
aid projects had been destroyed by disillusioned and
embittered people. A newly renovated industrial building became home to a soup kitchen, outpatients’ clinic,
relief storage, office and the church. But there was still
space for a little more....
A school for Pogradec
What’s the best way to help people sustainably? What
cannot be destroyed or taken away from them? Education! We decided to intensify our efforts in this area.
Soon, qualified co-workers and teachers came forward
who helped us to make our dream come true: a kindergarten and school for the Pogradec area. In September
1998 we inaugurated Nehemia primary school.

Nehemia School today
Over the years the school has grown, middle school,
high school and a night school were added. For several
consecutive years Nehemia High School has made it
onto the list of the ten best schools nationwide!
Today 457 children attend kindergarten and school in
Buçimas and 250 young people graduated from High
School over the years.

First day of school in 1998

Crisis management
One year later we already had to face a big challenge:
children of thousands of refugees from Kosovo needed
more than just shelter, they also had to go to school! So,
for several weeks, the former church was transformed
into makeshift classrooms, we found teachers and started lessons.
A makeshift classroom for refugee children from Kosovo in 1999
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Hanna Bergsten, President of Estes Park National Honor Society, with Arlinda Merdani, Executive Director of Nehemiah Gateway

Estes Park High School students serving home-made Albanian dishes

A Taste of Albania in Estes Park
When the Nehemiah Gateway USA Board of Directors
visited Colorado in April, they were hosted by the Estes
Park High School National Honor Society and student
cooks from the ProStart classes for an Albania-themed
event. The event was open to the Estes Park community, and offered a dual introduction, both to the unique
culture and history of Albania, and to the humanitarian
approach of Nehemiah Gateway.
The event was coordinated by students from the Estes
Park National Honor Society chapter. National Honor Society is an American program that recognizes
outstanding high school students. Chapter president
Hanna Bergsten, who led the event, commented in her
opening remarks that “NHS is a club founded on the
principles of scholarship, service, leadership, and character; so when Nehemiah Gateway came to us with
the idea for this project, we saw a great opportunity to,
not only actively practice our club’s principles, but to
share them with our whole community.”
Food for the event was donated by the Estes Park ProStart classes, at no cost to NHS or N.G. ProStart is
an American program that provides pre-professional
classroom training in culinary arts and the hospitality industry for high school students. Estes Park is one of 27
high schools in Colorado that has a ProStart program.
So, although Estes Park has no known Albanian population, the food at the event was quite authentic and
was cooked locally. Lirika Prifti of Nehemiah Gateway
Albania provided recipes in English, for a variety of Albanian treats.

The results were beautiful, smelled great, and tasted
even better. “Preparing the Albanian food was very interesting. We were slightly nervous about how the cookies and the yogurt & egg pie would turn out being that
we are at high altitude and not sea level. The students
did a really awesome job of tasting and seasoning at
every step,” said ProStart teacher Christina Wharton.
Following the meal, event guests learned about Albania, and Nehemiah Gateway’s approach to humanitarian assistance. Ms. Bergsten opened the event, with
N.G. USA director Doug Mann moderating. Executive
Director Arlinda Merdani provided a brief history of
Albania’s people, culture, religions, and governance,
as well as Nehemiah Gateway’s current programming
in Albania and worldwide. Arnold Geiger, founder of
Nehemiah Gateway and managing director of Nehemiah Gateway Services, recounted the origins of N.G.
in Albania, and his family’s experiences there.
Several members of the Estes Park Rotary Club attended
the event. Estes Park Rotary is sponsoring Amaro Tan’s
2018 summer camp through a District Grant, and they
enjoyed hearing about the history and vision of Amaro
Tan from some of the people who started it.
Nehemiah Gateway USA appreciates the efforts of
many people who worked to create this unique event
and looks forward to working with them in the future.
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Matthias Wuttke, founder of Christian Charity Flyers (CCF)

Cockpit of one of CCF‘s planes

The Sky is Her Limit – A Student With High Ambitions
Matthias Wuttke is the founder of the Swiss organization „Christian Charity Flyers“ (CCF), a charter-flight service for aid organizations.
In his latest newsletter he writes about a truly unique
project which also makes our hearts beat faster.
We want to share some of it with you:

Through our contacts to Albania I got to know Arnold
Geiger, who, together with his team, not only built an
aid organization in Albania, but also schools and finally even a university. One goal is to educate potential
leaders and successors for selected partners, for example for „help for Massai“ in Tanzania. They sent two
young women with ambitious career plans to study in
Albania: Nembuan and Namayana.
Meeting in Albania
I travelled to Albania last Easter to meet them. Namayana wants to go on studying law in her graduate studies.
Nembuan’s dream is even more ambitious: she wants to
become a pilot and to start a missionary humanitarian
flight service working on business principles! Nehemiah
Gateway asked me to take care of that, and I readily
agreed.
Training
I promised Nembuan to take a close look and evaluate
whether she has all the prerequisites for aviation. I was
amazed how fast she learned, completed charts and
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calculated flight dates just like that. A real talent! Time
and again she asked good and interesting questions. It
was just fun to work with her!
What’s going to happen?
We from Christian Charity Flyers want to help her make
her dream come true. Right now, parallel to her studies, she is preparing for the theoretical exam. When she
has passed this first test, we’ll begin with practical flight
training (about 45h).
I wish to further assist her to also take the professional flight license. This means accumulating flight hours,
more theoretical exams and then the practical test. In
about two years she will finish her studies in Albania
and return to Tanzania and, with her business knowledge and aviation know-how, establish an air rescue
service including medical care.
There is still a long way to go and many questions are
still open. However, I trust that in time, we’ll somehow
manage to get several suitable planes, to put the operation on a sound basis and to attain the needed documentation with the help of her friend and fellow student
Namayana.

Find further information on CCF on facebook under “Christinan Charity Flyers”
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Would you like to contribute to
Nembuan‘s education?
To donate, you can contribute through our secure giving
link online: www.ng-usa.org. Should you prefer, you can
also mail donations to:
Nehemiah Gateway USA
1630 30th St. Suite A #345
Boulder, CO 80301-1045
Nembuan (right) with her good friend and colleague Namayana

Take a Look at Namayana’s Life
I come from a Massai family, the oldest of 10 children,
three of whom are suffering from disabilities and are adopted. My parents are Christian believers and taught
us to believe in God and trust in him. My parents never
went to school, but my father managed learning to read
the bible and became a good preacher and a great
minister and advisor. My mother started just now to
learn reading. I’m excited to see their belief that God is
a fantastic teacher, also for the illiterate and those who
never attended school.
Where does your family live?
We live in Malambo, a big village with about 1,500
people in northern Tanzania. Our home is a “Boma”,
a collection of round houses built from rosewood, surrounded by a small, round wall. A stable for the cattle is
in the center, closer to the wall are smaller round houses
where our daily life takes place. We have two beds,
one for the parents, the other for the kids. They asked
me whether we are rich: I think, yes. We have enough.
My father earns about 42 Dollars, we have two cows,
about 20 goats and 15 sheep. On two acres of land
we grow vegetables. However, for four years in a row
we didn’t have enough rain. That’s difficult.
Where did you get the idea to become a pilot?
When I was a small kid we saw only few airplanes in
the sky. When I asked, what these things moving in the
sky were, the other children told me those are cats and
dogs … I didn’t believe them, but it aroused my interest. I
found out that those were man-made machines that are
able to fly high in the air.

I told myself: “One day I want to fly such a machine
myself.” But I was not even allowed to enter such an
airplane. Everybody thought me crazy. They said: “You
never tried it. How do you want to do something only
men can do?”
What do your parents say?
My mother and father were always on my side. I knew,
even if they had not visited school, they were my best
support and I had their backing. „We’ll always be there
to support you, even if we don’t have money. We pray
for you!“ Airplanes always fascinated me. As a little girl
I often went to the airstrip, very close, to get a good look
at the airplane. Sometimes I mustered all my courage
and quizzed the pilot. Therefore, I know what rudders
and pedals are for, and many other things. However, it
was always European men piloting the planes.”
My family gets support by the organization „help for
massai“ where my father works. That was great for me!
I got the chance to attend kindergarten and school.
Now Nehemiah Gateway granted a scholarship to
study business and economics in Albania and with the
help of Matthias Wuttke, founder of Christian Charity
Flyers, my big dream may finally become true: to fly an
airplane all by myself!
Many thanks for all the support!

This interview, too, is an excerpt of CCF’s’ current newsletter.
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Your Best Birthday Gift

Albanian Royal Rangers at the Beach

For your birthday this year, would you like to collect donations for a good cause instead of getting “normal”
presents? Or do you have an idea on how to raise
funds for Nehemiah Gateway, e.g. with a charity run
or a football game? We are looking forward to hear
your ideas!

The Durrës Royal Rangers outpost invited our Rangers
from Pogradec to a very special weekend - summer
camp at the beach near Hamallë! The children just returned home excitedly, with lots of stories of adventures,
new experiences and insights, new friends and a nice
suntan!

You can also commemorate holidays, weddings, or
other special occasions through dedicated donations.
N.G. USA will gladly facilitate honor donations or gifts
in memory of loved ones or someone special in your
life.
To find out more about how you can dedicate a gift to
N.G. USA, please contact our office at 855.683.6769
where we will gladly assist you in customizing your special donation.

Nehemiah Gateway USA
1630 30th St Suite A #345
Boulder, CO 80301-1045
T/F (855) 683-6769 or
855-68-Empower
infoUSA@nehemiah-gateway.org

www.ng-usa.org
Nehemiah Gateway USA, Inc. is a not-for-profit organization according to section 501 (c)(3) of the federal IRS tax code. Gifts are tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law and contributions are solicited with
the understanding that Nehemiah Gateway USA, Inc. has authorization for the distribution of all donated funds. Donations to Nehemiah Gateway USA programs represent a contribution to the entire global mission
of Nehemiah Gateway USA and may be used where most needed.
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